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Sermon Text
2 Timothy 2:14-3:17

14 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words,
which does no good, but only ruins the hearers. 1> Do your best to present yourself to
God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the
word of truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more
ungodliness, " and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus
and Philetus, 1 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has
already happened. [eyake upsetting the faith of some. °® But God's [rh foundation
stands, bearing this seal: * [e Tdrd knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who
names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”

20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood and
clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. ?* [erefbre, if anyone cleanses
himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as
holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.

22 5o [ed youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with
those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 2 Have nothing to do with foolish,
ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 2 And the Lord's servant
must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 2
correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance
leading to a knowledge of the truth, % and they may come to their senses and escape
from the snare of the devil, a [erlbeing captured by him to do his will.

1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of di [culky. 2 For people
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not loving good, * treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, ® having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.
Avoid such people. 8 For among them are those who creep into households and capture
weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning
and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. & Just as Jannes and Jambres
opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and

disquali [ed regarding the faith. ® But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain
to all, as was that of those two men.



10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my steadfastness, * my persecutions and su [erings that happened to
me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions | endured; yet from them
all the Lord rescued me. 22 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, 1 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving
and being deceived. 1 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have [rmhly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it *> and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. ¢ All Scripture is breathed out by God and pro [fable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, ’ that the man of
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

Introduction

I would imagine a good number of you were part of the 83 million people who watched
the presidential debate on Monday night. Congratulations! You helped set a new
record. It was the largest TV audience to ever tune into a presidential debate. Your
viewing of this debate re [edts the high interest and the great concern there is over this
election. In fact, the upcoming election was part of the reason why | chose to spend
some time walking through 2 Timothy. [iselkction that looms over us is contributing
to this spirit of fear we have been talking about in this sermon series called When It Is
Dangerous To Believe. When we step into that voting booth on November 8, many of us
face the quandary as to what to do with the set of choices presented to us.

On the le Cside of the aisle, you have a platform that devalues the life of the unborn. 1
know that the topic of abortion has become a tired political topic for many. For well
over forty years it has been the accepted law of the land that a mother can end the life of
an unborn child. But what does that say about us as a people and where has that led us
as a nation? | was intrigued by something Mother Teresa said about abortion. She
called abortion “the greatest destroyer of peace.” She made this comment in 1979 when
she received the Nobel Peace Prize. [e_rdason she called abortion “the greatest
destroyer for peace” is because if a mother could take the life of a child, she wondered,
“what is le [1d keep me from killing you and you from killing me.” In other words, if we
live in a world that condones a mother turning on her own child, what life then is really
safe? L[S ahalogy is used in Isaiah 49:15 to describe God’s love for us. He says that
even if a mother were to forget her child—which would be considered unheard of—God
will not forget us. But what is considered unheard of has become a “right” staunchly
defended. Since 1973, almost 60 million children have been aborted in the United



States.? [at idthe same number of people killed in World War 1I. | am not saying that
there aren’t Christians and people of faith who vote on this side of the aisle. Nor does it
suggest that on the other side of the aisle there aren’t matters of conscience to weigh as
well. But the issue of abortion does pose a dilemma to the conscience for people of faith.

And yet, the alternative le CTbr us is not very compelling. [isweek Philip Yancey
expressed dismay over how evangelicals seem to be fawning over a candidate who
“bullies” people the way he does. He said, “I can understand why maybe you choose
these policies that you support, but to choose a person who stands against everything
Christianity believes as the hero, the representative, one that we get behind
enthusiastically is not something | understand at all.”® And yet you may feel that this is
the best option you are le [With in this election. But what Yancey is most concerned
about is the way the church is eagerly looking to embed itself with the power of politics
and whenever that happens, history tells us that it never bodes well for the church.
Referencing the church in Europe he said, the church has been set back for decades
because they sold their soul for power.* And so here we are, fearful over where we will
be, either way, come November 8.

Our passage this morning is a rather long passage. | want to begin by looking at
something right in the middle of our passage. When I read it for you, it will sound like a
contemporary critique of the world we live in along with the pull it tends to have on the
church. Starting in 2 Timothy 3:1, Paul writes, “But understand this, that in the last days
there will come times of di Cculky. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud,
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless,
unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous,
reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.” And then
moving from a general description of culture and society, Paul addresses the church and
the in[udnce culture has had on the church by saying, “having the appearance of
godliness, but denying its power.”

We already acknowledged in this series that Western culture is shi [inp. It is becoming
increasingly secular. According to a study done by Duke University, [Le"Nones,” those
who are not a [lialed with any religion, who are at best agnostic, or just plain atheist, are
now almost a quarter of the population. [isifend will grow because less than half of
young adults ages 18-30 are sure God exists.> In other words, there are more young
adults who question the existence of God than those who believe in God. Clearly, what
you believe shapes how you live. And so this secular worldview will change the ethic of
our culture, and that is exactly what is happening and what we are feeling as a people of



faith. And so our temptation is to put our hope in politics to try to preserve a way of life
that we perceive once was. L[S 1d not to say politics isn’t important and that we
shouldn’t be involved. It is important and we are blessed to make our vote known. But
it is not the answer to the pressing need of our culture.

With a tone of optimism, Philip Yancey said, “As the United States becomes more and
more secular . . . We are becoming more like the fertile soil in which the early church did
best. Like the Roman Empire, this was a pagan and hostile society in which Christians
stood out by being dilerknt.”® [edillerbnce the Christian community brought to the
pagan Roman culture was what they believed and how they lived. e mkssage of the
early church was that there is one God and that the risen Jesus is Lord, not Caesar. L[e 1
di[erknce in the way they lived was primarily seen in their sexual ethic. In the pagan
Roman culture, multiple sexual partners was common place. But speaking for the early
church, the church Father Tertullian said, that Christians were generous and shared with
those in need. He said that they are “one in mind and soul, we do not hesitate to share
our earthly goods with one another. All things are common among us but our wives.””
And so through their [délity to marriage they stood in contrast to the culture around
them and in the end the church grew and impacted Roman culture for good.

And so again, we are reminded that God has not given us a spirit of fear, no matter what
happens on November 8. While we exercise our rights and engage in the political
process, our con [dénce rests in God and our calling will not change. We are to be the
church. In our passage this morning, Paul highlights two priorities for us as we seek to
be of in[uénce in our culture. First of all, we are to place our con [dénce in the Word of
God. Warning Timothy against the false teachers that have made their way into the
church, he exhorts Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15 to “rightly handle the word of truth” and
in 2 Timothy 3:15 he is reminded “how from childhood Timothy has been acquainted
with the sacred writings which make us wise for salvation.” So in other words, we are to
hold [rrh to the teaching of the Scriptures and the authority of God’s Word. And then
secondly, Paul calls Timothy to pay close attention to his conduct and to “pursue
righteousness, faith, love and peace.” L[isislwhat we will continue to do no matter what
happens on November 8. [isidwhat the world needs us to do. We must guard the
“good deposit entrusted to us.” In doing so, our belief will cause us to become the
people God calls us to be in this world. Our worldview shapes how we live.

Belief: Our Confidence is in the Word of God

Keep in mind that when Paul is writing this letter to Timothy he is sitting in a Roman



prison cell soon to be executed for his faith. It would be an understatement to say that
things were not going well for Christians in Rome both politically and culturally at this
time. We also have discovered along the way that Christians were generally looked upon
with disdain throughout the Roman Empire and were considered to be “haters of
humanity” because they embraced a dilerent worldview than the common Roman
culture. And furthermore, Paul didn’t tell Timothy to just hang in there because things
are going to get better. Rather, he held out the prospect that things may remain di Cculk
for him as he follows Christ in this Roman culture. He says in 2 Timothy 3:12-13,
“Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil
people and imposters will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” So
what is Timothy to do? Or better yet, as we live out our faith in this increasingly secular
culture and uncertain political environment, what are we to do? Well for starters, We
are to put our full con [ddnce in the Word of God.

Look what Paul tells Timothy at the end of our passage in 2 Timothy 3. He starts in
verse 14 by saying, “But as for you . . .” | like that. It conveys that while culture may be
dri [inh one way . .. But as for you Timothy, continue in what you have learned and have
[rohly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have
been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and pro[iable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, equipped for every good work.” No matter what happens on November
8, God’s Word is still true. No matter what happens on November 8, the church is still
salt and light in this broken world. No matter what happens on November 8 ... But as
for you . . . continue in what you have learned because God’s Word is still su [cieht to
redeem broken lives.

I know that in the last couple of weeks | have given testimony to the amazing work that
God is doing in the country of Iran. More people have come to faith in Christ in Iran in
the last 20 years than the last thirteen centuries put together. When | read about that
this summer, | was intrigued because of what | read a few years ago about what God was
doing in Germany. Germany is home to a large population of immigrants from Iran.
According to an article written four years ago in Christianity Today there has been a
recent spiritual awakening among Iranians living in Germany. [ e cdmmon testimony
emerging from this immigrant group is that Jesus would show up in a dream and direct
them to go to a particular pastor. And what is fascinating about this is that the pastor
would then open up the Scriptures and explain the gospel to them. [_omds
Shirrmacher, chair of the [ealdgical Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance
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said “God sticks to the Reformation doctrine that faith comes by receiving the Word
through Scripture and preaching. Jesus never engages in hocus-pocus, but sends these
people where the Word is faithfully preached.”® “Faith comes from hearing and hearing
through the word of Christ.” Lattdlls me that there is power in the proclamation of the
Word of God. [L[isid why Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15 to “Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly
handling the word of truth.” And so with con [dénce in the Word of God, we simply
continue in what we have learned?

Why? Why are we to display such con [dénce in the Scriptures? It is because of what it
is! In 2 Timothy 3:16 we are told that the Scriptures are breathed out by God. [af 1
means they are inspired by God. Lisislthe very Word of God. “ [Cusshys the LORD” is
a common refrain we [ndl in Scripture. A lot of people like to refer to the Bible as “the
good book.” Well you can’t call the Bible “the good book” if it doesn’t live up to what it
says about itself. Otherwise, it would be deceptive, when it makes claims like we [ndl in
Psalm 19:7, “ [elaW of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is
sure, making wise the simple.” Or when Jesus makes the claim in Matthew 4:4, “Man
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Or
when Peter speaks to the supernatural source of the Bible when he says in 2 Peter 1:21,
that the human authors of Scripture did not write by their own will but they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit. [isiskthe testimony Scripture makes of itself. [isislwhy even
though the Bible was written over the span of 1500 years by over 40 di[erent authors
that it tells one cohesive story. Why is that? Because at the end of the day, there really
was one author of the Scriptures. And so Peter says, quoting the prophet Isaiah, “All
[esh is like grass and all its glory like the [ower of grass. e grhss withers, and the [ower
falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.”

Why? Why are we to display such con [dédnce in the Scriptures? Paul reminds Timothy
in 2 Timothy 3:15 that the Scriptures “are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus.” Wisdom is not equivalent to knowledge. J. I . Packer says that
wisdom is “choosing the best means to the best end.” In other words, wisdom is
practical. It is knowledge applied to living. And so the book of Proverbs tells us that
“the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” In other words, you can’t put life
together if God is not the starting point for life. We mentioned earlier that more than
half of young adults, ages 18-30 question the existence of God. Well if God is not the
starting point and the fear of God is not the anchor for life, this empty worldview will
trickle down to a way of life cannot satisfy because God is not the starting point. And so,
the source of our wisdom is God and God’s Word. It says in Psalm 119:98-99 that “Your
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commandments make me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. | have more
understanding than my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.”  Paul
encourages Timothy to continue in the sacred writings that he has learned since
childhood because they make him wise for salvation.

We get a picture of reality through the Scriptures. [ey ikll us that God created all
things and therefore he is the good and rightful ruler over all things. [ey tklls us what
our problems in life really is. We have rejected God as the ruler of our lives and have
tried to live our lives without God. God gives us over to ourselves and not only do we
make a mess of our lives and this world, but we also stand in judgment before God
because God is holy. “Man is destined to die once, and then face the judgment.” But it is
here where we also discover the love of God for us. [efatt that we have such a book
like this, where we hold in our laps the very words of God, is a demonstration that God
loves us. He has revealed himself to us and has shown us a way whereby we can know
him. And so, through the Scriptures, we discover the extent to which God truly does
love us. He sent his Son, Jesus, who took on human [esh and died on the cross for our
sins. [reetlays later, he rose from the dead declaring to be Lord of all. By repenting of
your sin and turning in faith to Jesus, you can be forgiven of your sin and your life can
be brought back under the good rule of God and you can know God, who is life eternal.
[roudh his Spirit, he begins to [Iyour heart with a love for God, a love for others and a
peace that comes from knowing that you are right with God.

| read an article this week in TIME by Susanna Schrobsdor L_IShe is one of those self-
proclaimed “Nones” who are not a [lialed with any one religious group. On one hand,
she would consider herself agnostic when it comes to God. And yet she dabbles, picking
and choosing what she likes from various religious streams of thought. She considers
herself somewnhat spiritual but not religious. It is a re [edtion of the neo-paganism of our
culture that says all is one, and there is no distinction, even between religions. Her
mother grew up Catholic but le [the church when she married Susanna’s father, an
atheist. And yet, as her mother was dying, she insisted on going back to visit the church
where she received her [rst communion. Watching her mom express some kind of faith
in God and hope beyond the grave awoke something within Susanna. She said that
when her mom died if felt like “a void had opened up” and that she now “longed for
faith.” 1 think this longing caught her by surprise. She said this, “ [at e3sential human
need might just be proof that God does exist. . . We have innate cravings for food and
sleep and love, and so perhaps a desire to identify with a higher power is not an accident
of our design. [afblilt in yearning is there because perhaps there is something worth
yearning for.”%



[af ykarning is real and true and it does point us to God. But it is the Scriptures that
make us wise for salvation. ey t@ll us how we can meet this God who put this longing
in our hearts. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and pro[iable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” But it is not just a “how to
book.” It is not just a book [ldd with information. It is God breathed. Paul tells usin 1
Corinthians 2 that the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God. And
so, when you come to the Scriptures, the Spirit of God awakens the spirit within you. In
1 Corinthians 2:12-13, Paul writes, “Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.”

[isidwhy we have con[dénce in the Word of God. L[isidwhy we do not fret over
what happens on November 8. Remember what we saw last week! Paul said, while
chained to the wall of a prison, “the word of God is not bound!”  [rough the
proclamation of Jesus Christ and the Scriptures, God is still bringing people to himself.
We see it all the time here. | have literally seen people come alive through the su Lciehcy
and the foolishness of preaching the Word of God. Why? Because it is dynamic and
alive. “But as for you Timothy, continue in what you have learned and have [rmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Become: A Godly Life in Christ

[Ce setond priority that marks Paul’s words to Timothy is that the ministry of the Word
of God in Timothy’s life shape the tone of his life. We already saw that the Scriptures
are pro[fable. e Sckiptures teach us, convict us, set us on the right path and they make
us ready to be useful in this world. In other words, God continues to change us through
the ministry of the Scriptures. In 2 Timothy 3:10-11 Paul says, “You, however, have
followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my
steadfastness, my persecutions and su [erings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium,
and at Lystra—which persecutions | endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.” L[e 1
teaching Timothy receives is to shape his conduct, his aim in life, his faith, his patience,
his love. . . In other words, God changes our lives through the power of God’s Word.

I heard a quote this week that | want to share with you. [equestion asked was, “what is
the gospel?” We tend to answer that question with 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. It is Christ
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cruci [ed for the forgiveness of our sins and risen from the dead. No doubt, that is a big
part of it. But the answer given was this: “ [e_gdspel is the dominion of Jesus Christ
over all things.” [af was the point of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. [e 1
message of the early church as they proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
was that this Jesus whom you cruci [ed had risen from the dead and he is Lord! Later, in
1 Corinthians 15, this chapter that expounds upon the resurrection of Jesus from the
dead, it says in verse 24 “ [en_ domes the end, when Jesus delivers the kingdom to God the
Father a Lerldestroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until
he has put all his enemies under his feet.” We need to see the gospel from a God-
centered point of view. Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord.

Right now, the rule of God’s kingdom is at work in this world one person at a time. In
Colossians 1:13-14 we are told that He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.”  [is.dé [nds how we are to live. Our conduct and our aim in life is
shaped by our faith in Jesus Christ. We are followers of Jesus Christ. Andso...We are
di[erknt. We embrace the way of life that is passed down to us from God’s Word. We
honor marriage and the marriage bed. We value the life of the unborn. We care for the
poor and we promote racial equality. We reach out to the refugee displaced because of
war. We are not de[néd by political parties and nor do we place our hope in man.
Rather, our allegiance is to Jesus Christ our Lord and he is shaping our lives for the
good.

Conclusion

I am not here to tell you what to do on November 8. In this room, | am sure there are
varied political opinions. | actually think that is good. 1 know there is angst and fear on
either side of the aisle as we anticipate November 8. But God has not given us a spirit of
fear. Presidents come and presidents go, but our Jesus reigns forever. It is not to say
that presidents aren’t important. [ey dre. But, our con[dénce is in Jesus. Nations
come and nations go. Lisidnot to say we should be appropriately concerned for our
own country. But God’s kingdom never ends and it is God’s kingdom that shapes our
heart.

So what are we to do? Rest your con[dénce in the Word of God. Submit your life to
Jesus. [C1swk will do no matter what happens on November 8. God is still at work in
this world. Believe and Become!
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@ Getting To Know Me Questions
1. What was Autumn like where you grew up? What memories do you associate with this season?

2. LCinkhbout the attributes of God. (For example: God is holy. God is all knowing. Etc...) Which
of God’s attributes do you [ndl dispels fear in your life? Why?

3. What concerns you the most about the upcoming election? Read 1 Timothy 2:1-7. How does this
passage guide our prayers for the upcoming election? Spend some time praying for the election and
for the advance of the gospel.

7\

() Diving Into The Word

4. Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17. What do you learn about God’s Word from this passage that would give
you con [dénce to trust God’s Word?

5. Read Psalm 19:7-11. What do you learn about God’s Word from this passage?
Read Psalm 19:12-14. What prayer requests emerge as a result of time in God’s Word?
How can you make these requests personal? Spend some time praying these requests.

6. Read Proverbs 1:1-7. Why do you think the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and
knowledge? How does this shape your worldview, your values and your conduct?

7. Read 2 Timothy 3:10-11. What all did Timothy learn from Paul? How does God’s words shape each
of these qualities in our lives?

8. Read Colossians 1:13-14. How do these verses de [né the gospel and what is the implication for your
life?

@ Taking It Home

9. Read Colossians 3:16. What do you want to do this week to live this out? What is one thing that was
said in your study or in the sermon that gives you the motivation to do so?
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